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THE CURE FOR THE SUMMERTIME BLUES TANK

Copyright 2007 by Rainy Kimbrough

Materials:  Size 6US  24"circular needles

Cotton/acrylic blend medium worsted weight yarn.  (Model was knitted with Lion Brand’s Cotton Ease)  
Gauge:  In the bodice stitch pattern, 3 stitch clusters per inch.  Rows per inch is unimportant.

Both the ribbing and the bodice stitches are stretchy.  If you’re unsure about which size to knit, choose the smaller size.


XS, S – 380 yds 
M – 475 yds

L  - 665 yds
XL – 760 yds

Bust measurements: 

XS: 30-34 in. bust 26 in. waist

S: 36-38 in. bust 28 in waist

M:40-42 .in bust 29 in. waist

L: 44 in bust 30 in. waist

XL:48 in bust 32 in. waist

Pattern is written in size XS, with S, M, L and XL in parentheses.  
Cast on 120 (132, 138, 150, 162)  Join for knitting in the round, being careful not to twist your stitches.  Place marker to mark the beginning of the round.  Slip marker at the end of every round.
Row 1:  *P3, *sl1 wyif, K1, sl1 wyif ; repeat from * to end of round.
Row 2:  *P3, K3; rep from * to end of round.

Row 3:  *P3, k1, sl 1 wyif, K1; repeat from * to end of round.

Row 4:  Repeat Row 2.
Repeat Rows 1 – 4 until 6” (7”, 8”, 9 ½”, 11”) or desired length.  The ribbing will stop just below the breasts. 

BODICE:

Row 1: *sl 1 purlwise, K1, YO, pass the slipped stitch over both the K1 and the YO;  rep from * for 60, (70, 80, 90, 100) sts, place marker.  The stitches just worked are the front of the tank top.  Continue to work ribbing in pattern for remaining back stitches.

Row 2:  Knit across the front stitches. Continue to work ribbing in pattern for remaining back stitches.

Repeat these 2 rows for a total of 24(26)(28)(30)(32) rows.  
Bind off row:  K2, *sl 1 purlwise, K1, YO, pass the slipped stitch over both the K1 and the YO;  rep from * to the last 2 sts before the next marker, K2. Slip marker, bind off the back stitches, between markers, so that only the front stitches remain on your needles.  You will now work back and forth on the front stitches only.  
Upper bodice:

Row 1:  K1, P across to last 2 sts, K2. 

Row 2:  K2, *sl 1 purlwise, K1, YO, pass the slipped stitch over both the K1 and the YO;  rep from * to last 2 sts, K2.

Work these 2 rows for a total of 12 (14)(16)(18)(20) from bind off rows.  Work Row 1 once more.

Top edge:

Row 1:  K2, *sl 1 purlwise, K1, YO, pass the slipped stitch over both the K1 and the YO;  rep from * 5 times more, K 32, (42, 52, 62, 72), *sl 1 purlwise, K1, YO, pass the slipped stitch over both the K1 and the YO;  rep from * 5 times more, K2.
Row 2:  K2, P12, K 32, (42, 52, 62, 72), P12, K2.

Repeat these 2 rows 4 times.

Straps: K2, *sl 1 purlwise, K1, YO, pass the slipped stitch over both the K1 and the YO, repeat from * 5 times more, K2.  Bind off 28, (38, 48, 58, 68),  stitches, K2, *sl 1 purlwise, K1, YO, pass the slipped stitch over both the K1 and the YO, repeat from * 5 times more, K2.  

At this point, you can either work the straps one at a time, or work both by joining the other end of your ball of yarn to work the second strap.  

Row 1:  K2, P12, K2

Row 2:  K2, *sl 1 purlwise, K1, YO, pass the slipped stitch over both the K1 and the YO, repeat from * 5 times more, K2.  

Repeat these 2 rows until the straps are the desired length.  End with a repeat of Row 1.  I suggest you either make them long enough to cross the straps in back, or sew close to the center.  This will prevent the straps from slipping off of your shoulders.  Bind off all stitches.  Sew straps in place.  
